


As we start the new year, we find
ourselves filled with gratitude

for the incredible journey we've
shared as a community. It has been
a year of resilience, growth, and
the kind of unity that deﬁnes the
YJ experience.

First and foremost, we want to express our heartfelt appreciation

for your unwavering support. Your commitment to YJ has been the
cornerstone of our success, particularly during times that demanded
adaptability and strength.

Reflecting on the summer, we are bursting with pride at the
accomplishments we achieved collectively. We provided a safe,
nurturing, and joyous environment for our campers. The laughter,
camaraderie, relationships and memories created at camp are a
testament to the extraordinary staff and power of the YJ community.

Jewish values and our connection to Israel have always been the
foundation of YJ, and the past few months have underscored the
profound significance of Jewish camp experiences. In a world filled
with challenges, the importance of fostering a robust Jewish identity
and strong Jewish community has become more apparent than

ever. Our camp serves ds a unique space for children to explore their
heritage, build lifelong friendships, and cultivate the resilience needed
to navigate the complexities of the world around them.

As we look forward to the coming year, we are excited about the
possibilities that lie ahead. The increased importance of Jewish
camp experiences has inspired us to reaffirm our commitment to the
core values of YJ. We are pleased to announce the approval and
implementation of our newly crafted Strategic Plan, which will guide
our efforts in providing transformative experiences for our campers.

The Strategic Plan focuses on enhancing the camper experience,
reinvigorating our camp facility, and ensuring the long-term



sustainability of YJ. We believe that these strategic initiatives will
not only elevate the impact of our camp but also strengthen the YJ
community as a whole.

We are excited to announce that we've officially changed our name to
Camp YJ! The name YJ reflects the way that most of our camp families
already refer to us. It also allows us to highlight the three core pillars of
the camp experience: Your Joy, Your Journey, Your Judaism. This name
also makes it easy for new families to quickly learn more about our
amazing camp.

Thank you for being an integral part of the YJ family. Your support,
passion, and dedication to our community propel us forward. We are
excited about the journey ahead, marked by growth, joy, and the
enduring spirit of YJ.

Onward!

Erica Abate Recht Jon Spack

Chair, Board of Directors Executive Director




Strategic Plan Pillars

YJ's essence lies in our sprirt
(ruach), offering joy and
discovery merging familiar
and new activities, and
embracing ‘Joyful Judaism’
with music, dancing,

food, fun, and a capstone
program in Israel.

Your Journey

Camp at YJ is a choice that
grows with each summer,
blending tradition with
adaptability to nurture
diverse interests and
support each campers’ and
counselors’' growth and
development.

As an independent Jewish
camp deeply connected

to Israel, we celebrate and
welcome diverse expressions
of Judaism, fostering a
pluralistic approach and
community.

"For many of us, YJ is our most important and impactful Jewish life
experience. Embracing the critical role Jewish camp plays so that
future generations can have the same transformational experience
is what this strategic plan is all about: I'dor v'dor.”

Jay Rosenthal D'89,
Strategic Plan Committee Member



Our Priorities

YJ recognizes the evolving nature of its
needs and commits to creating forward-
thinking, functional, and eco-friendly
physical spaces throughout the camp.
Focused improvements will target Boys'
Area ("The Neighborhood"), Ulam Levine,
and the Old Dining Hall, including Arts &
Crafts, ensuring the camp’s adaptability for
both current and future requirements.

Recognizing the pivotal role of counselors
and staff in shaping the camper
experience, YJ commits to investing in the
professional development and training of
summer staff, particularly those aged 17-22.
This strategic focus aims to enhance the
overall summer experience for campers and
foster a stronger sense of community within
the camp.

YJ commits to leading with Jewish
values to instill joy and meaning in
being Jewish, ensuring that everyone
at YJ feels safe, welcome, respected,
valued, and celebrated. This initiative
places a strong emphasis on inclusion
for the diverse community of campers,
staff, and families, guided by the core
values of Respect (Kavod), Community
(Kehilah), Spirit (Ruach), Kindness
(Gimilut Chasadim), and Being Present
(Hineini).

YJ aims to redefine wellness by extending
beyond medication distribution and
physical care. The initiative emphasizes
supporting campers and staff with
compassion and nurturing their diverse
interests. The holistic approach addresses
emotional, physical, and spiritual well-
being, fostering a culture of wellness that
goes beyond traditional health care.

YJ envisions expanding its impact

beyond the traditional summer camp
experience, living “10 for 2," to a year-round
engagement. This involves establishing

a formal alumni association, organizing
nationwide gatherings and events for
families and alumni, and offering more
opportunities to visit YJ both in-season and
off-season. The goal is to create a lasting
and impactful connection throughout the
entire year.

“In crafting our strategic plan,
I'm so proud that we've woven
together the threads of what
makes YJ truly special, creating

a guiding framework that propels
our community toward growth and

sustainability moving forward.”



Summer Highlights
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“The friendships that | have built here at YJ
are the driving force that makes me want to

come back every summer."”
Zach Arkin D'23




Aquaglide
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Building Friendships




Thank You to
Our Donors

We would like to express our gratitude to all
our Deep in the Hills Annual Fund donors for
their philanthropic support in 2023.

We are thrilled that the positive momentum of our fundraising efforts continues to sustain
our beloved Camp YJ, as well as provide necessary resources to enhance our facilities,
professional development, and financial aid.

$10,000+

Brigitte and Craig Frankel
Judy and Ary Freilich
Jennifer and Dave Gershon

Carole Balin and
Michael Gertzman

Cori and Stephen Lable
Jordana and Andrew Levine
Erica and Marc Recht

Lorin and Jeremy Seidman

$2,500-$9,999
Andrea and Rick Brenner
Derek Buchler

Jeff and Tim Cohen-Laurie

Leslie Hecht-Finger and
Paul Finger

Zoe and Craig Fishman
Alison and Ezra Freedman
Rachel and Michael Kessner
Amy and Jordan Klinger
Deborah and Barry Lipsett

Jenniferand
Michael Savner

Felicia and
Howard Schweitzer

$1,000-$2,499

Lynn and David Abramson

Hannah and Jon Arkin

Davida Rubin-Baker and
Yami Baker

Sarah and David Benedek
Mitchell Breen

Jodi and Ken Bring

llana and Seth Bronheim
Kim and Mark Buckley
Molly and Justin Cook
Randi and Greg Curhan

Danielle and
Michael Esposito

Ashlee and Dan Fishman
Jessica and David Gaber
Julia and Andy Genser
Dauri and Dan Hammer
Morris Housen

Amanda and Brad Kahn
Paula and Richard Koch

Alexander and
Nathan Macnow

Emily and Dr. Ted Macnow
Laura Markowitz

Natalie and Jason Moser
Libby Savner

Deborah and
Marc Schwartz

Sara and Daniel Simnowitz

Janet and Joel Smith
Richard Speyer

Ina and Jim Strauss
Rasheena and Dave Taub
Alison and Brad Walter
Huong and Raphael Wolf
Mike Zissman

Anonymous (2)

$250-$999

Debby Abrahams

Danielle Ain

Jeanette and David Bigney
Jessica and Roman Breslav
Alan Breyan

Rebecca Goldberg Cantor
and Max Cantor

Rachel and Craig Cohen
Andy Dion

Natan Edelsburg

Toby and Barry Farman
Kara L Fisher

Adam Freedman

Amy Goldstein and
Avi Friedman

Julie and Garrett Friedman
Michael Godlin

Barbara and
Howard Gorney



Rachel and Jeff Greenberg
Michelle Israel

Mitch Kay

Jamie and Bruce Koplan
Robyn and Scott Krugman
Jeffery Lable

Jessica and David Litner
Rachel Maltz

Michelle Messer and
Jonas Heymann

Liza and Jeffrey Meyerhardt
Vicki Milstein

Steven Neiditz

Donnie and Kim Orenstein

Dara Solomon and
Jay Rosenthal

Traci and-Andy Schweitzer
Marlene and Mark Senders

Judy Feldman and
Norman Spack

Rachel Mersky Woda and
Dr. Craig Woda

Anonymous

Up to $249

Rachel and Matthew
Abrahams

Jesse Adelman

Jocquelihe and
Justin Adelson

Beth and Joel Agus
Alyson Aiello
Margie Apfelbaum
Michelle Atkins

Dana Shriberg and
Randy Austgen

Jana and Bobby Baker
Jeri Baretz-Miller
Cathleen Barnhart
Sarah Kate Bearman
Shari and James Bedar
Jill and Adam Behar
Meg Behrend

Jen and James Beser
Diana Binger

Robert Birnbaum

Jessica and
Pallo Blum-Tucker

Sam Blumkin

Laurie Bohn

Lisa and Jeffrey Bourke
Robin Breuner.

Julie and Matthew .
Bromberg

Michelle Brookman
Todd Brown

Arlene and Haldon Bryer

Carly Bryner

Lysa and John Caplan
Rachel and Robert Carr
Cindy and Larry Chapper

Valerie Perel and
Adam Cheriff

Esther Cohen

Robyn Cohen

Mitchell Coopermam
Michele Cope

Jessica Cosloy

Julie and Fred Cottineau
Noah Curhan

Julie and Ross Dananberg
Lauren and Patrick Doherty
Laurie Dubin

Jeremy Einhorn

Evan Eisler

Ellen Eisner

Marc Ellenbogen

Debbsie Ellis

Diana and David Erani
Sharon Ewing

Myriam Wright and
Aaron Fay

Betsy Feldman



Ellen Feldman Sullivan
Tera and Rob Feldman
Eve and Jeff Feuerstein
Dina Fink

Stacey and Matthew Fisher
Dave Flagler

Matt Flagler

Alison and Todd Fleisher
Allison and Dan Forseter
Ellen Frankel

Jody and David Fredman

Michelle Davidson and
David Friedman

Adrienne and Robb Fund
Lynn Garay

Jen and Dave Geller
Kimberly and Kevin Gerber
John Gerson

Tracy Silverman and
John Giffune

Greg Giller

Robin Gluck

Lisa and Rich Gold
Marilyn Goldhammer
Petrina Goldman
Patty Goldstick
Daniel Gorsky

Joanna and Grant
Greenberg

Eric Gulko

Steven Gurdin

Dorothy Halber

Melissa and Aaron Hertzel
Sheryl Hirsch

Freya and Jeffrey Hurwitz

Marni and Jason Israel

Stephen Itzkowitz
Sandy Jacobs
Jordana and Dan Jaffee

Nadja Rozovsky and Asaph
Jagendorf

Kara Jesella

Joan Kass Lipson

 Felice and George Katsanos

Michael Katz -

Vicky and Robert Katzman
Cara and Joshua Kepnes
Marcy and Peter Klay
Allison Koffman

Lauren and Gary Kracoff

Michelle and Josh
Krellenstein

Jackie Krendel

Jennifer and Robert
Landstein

Julie and Laszlo Landstein
Devra Lasden
Marc Launer

Danna and Kenny
Leibensperger

Jeremy Levine

Joshua Levine

Steve Levitsky

Brian Levitt

Trine and Tedd Lustig
Judy and Glen Macnow
Tovah and Josh Marmer
Natalee and Erik Martin
Jesse Menachem

Carol and David Mersky
Jessica Meservey

Tracey Moskowitz-Amdur

Stacy Klickstein and
Craig Mulcahey

Stephanie Navon Jacobson
Sharon and Brian Neiberg

Ellie Gettinger and
Mitch Nelles

Jacqueline Neuwirth
Rachel Nieves

Eric Parker

Jodie and Daniel Parmer
Gail and David Pester
Tracey Pfister

Laura Rich Pflaster

Sara and Michael Pimental
Aileen Pollard

Diane and David Ratner
Karen Reed

Natania Remba

Amy and David Robbins
Robinow Family

Jack Rose

Ryan Rosen

Zachary Rosenberg

Coley Rosenfeld

Leah Rosenfeld

Lindsay and Erik Rosenman

Jessica Rosenthal and
John O'Bell

Judi and Spencer Ross
Susan and Victor Ross
Dana Roth

Todd Rubin

Jennifer Rudin

Ethan Samet

Lindsey and Abe Sands
Rachel Saphire

Note: All of our donors are valuable to Camp YJ, and we have worked to ensure the accuracy of our lists.
If we have inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name, we hope that you will inform us of any errors so
that we can update our records in a timely manner.



Naomi Schlossberg

Esther and
Stuart Schneiderman

Jody Comins and
Michael Schnur

Tamara Schwarzman
Robin Seidman

Gayle and Jay Seletz
Stefani and Scott Sepinuck
Alexandra Sharpe

Jesse Sheriff

Marsha and David Sheriff
Barbara Shornick

Ross Shulman

Christine and Adam Sigal
Susan Silver

Rhonda Silverman

Holly Simon

Josh Simon

Stefanie and Jason Smith
Rebecca and Arthur Sneider
April and Howard Solomon

Suzanne and
Neal Sonnenberg

Hagar Berlin and Jon Spack
Ruth Spack

Daniel Stein

Roberta and Avishai Shafrir
Lea and Ari Stern

Skyler Stern

lllissa and David Sternlicht
Harriet and Andrew Stich
Rachel and Randy Stutz
Gideon Taub

Gary Tharler

Jodie Titus

Lindsay Todd

Adam Trachtenberg

Stacey and
Alex Washkowitz

Elissa and Dan Wechsler

Stephanie and
Adam Weitzman

Ruth White

Ruth and Michael Wieland
Robert Wininger

Juliane Wolfberg

Jeremy Worob

Melanie Langer Wurtele
Ami Yalon

Anonymous (7)

Camp Leadership

Jon Spack

Executive Director

Melissa Hertzel

Chief Operating Officer

Kate Milstein Finlayson

Director of Health Services

Rabbi Jennifer Rudin

Director of Jewish Life

Gayle Seletz
Associate Director

Marni Israel
Director of Recruitment and
Family Engagement

Ryan Rosen

Steve Stoddard
Director of Facilities

Steve "ltzy" Itzkowitz

Director of Camper and

Alumni Engagement

Development and Operations Manager

Board of Directors

as of January 2024
Erica Abate Recht, Chair

Andrea Malkin Brenner, Vice Chair
Dave Gershon, Treasurer
Amy Farman Klinger, Secretary
David Abramson

Greg Curhan

Brigitte Leopold Frankel
Stephen Lable
Dr. Ted Macnow
Natalee Martin
Natalie Rosenthal Moser

Jennifer Gorney Savner
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